
Appendix 2* 

CONSULTATION REPORT 

This report considers the responses of the public and stakeholder consultation on the site options for the 3-16 

VA School and details the findings for each question. 

Q1. Are you a Resident, Local community rep, School pupil, Parent of pupil, Teacher/Staff member, Local 

parishioner, Other? 

The responses per category of respondent are shown below 

Respondent Category Number Percentage 

Resident 37 47% 

School pupil 1 1% 

Parent of Pupil 17 22% 

School Staff 8 10% 

Parishoner 9 12% 

Other 6 8% 

All 78 100% 

 

There were a total of 58 respondents but 13 individuals selected more than one category to describe 

themselves, some selected as many as three categories which is why the initial data capture suggests there 

were 78 responses.  

For the purpose of providing clear analysis of results, responses from pupils, parents, staff and parishioners have 

been grouped into an overall group recognising the School Community. Further responses from ‘Residents’ who 

are also part of the school community have been recognised in as School Community only unless the response 

narrative provided was explicit in reference to the perspective of a resident directly impacted by the proposal.  

There were two such examples of this and these responses remained in the Resident category.  

Further to this a single response from the Other category noted they were a school governor and so this 

response has been captured within the School Community category instead of Other. 

The amended responses per category of respondent following the above filtering of category are shown below 

Respondent Category Number Percentage 

Resident 26 44.8% 

School Community* 27 46.6% 

Other 5 8.6% 

All 58 100.0% 
*11 of these responses also selected the Resident category 

The ‘Other’ respondents included former pupils, parents of prospective future pupils, community 

representatives and other interested parties.  



Q2. What is most important to you when considering a suitable school site for the education of children and 

young people? 

The responses provided have been grouped by factors that came through strongly such as safety 52%, 

accessibility 50% and facilities 48%.  Some 9% of responses indicated that the most important aspect was No 

Change i.e. not to move the schools from where they are currently located / not to move them onto the Galon 

Uchaf Road site. 

  Safety Accessibility Facilities Disruption No change 

Resident 50% 62% 27% 8% 12% 

School community 56% 37% 59% 11% 7% 

Other 40% 60% 100% 0% 0% 

All 52% 50% 48% 9% 9% 
* Many people gave more than one of these responses so numbers will not sum to 100% 

 

Safety 
The main factors identified when mentioning safety are road safety, traffic calming proposals, safe 

access/egress to site including pedestrian crossings and safe pick up/drop off points for pupils/parents.  

Other safety factors mentioned include; a safe environment within the school building and around the school 

site including the movement of traffic on site and playground access, site security in and out of school hours, 

privacy/safeguarding for children when located near residential areas and stable ground conditions for building 

a school.  

 
Accessibility  
The main factors identified when mentioning accessibility are ease of access/egress to site, ample parking and 
off-road drop off space for parents that are well thought out in terms of other traffic, traffic congestion and the 
impact on surrounding areas and residents and available and safe walking routes to school for pupils/parents 
from across the catchment area.  
 
Other accessibility factors mentioned the availability of school transport to the site and adequate space for 
school buses to park and access/egress the site. 
 
Facilities 
The main factors identified when mentioning facilities are modern facilities suitable for the 21st century that can 
enrich the education of children and young people with a site large enough to provide good outdoor space for 
play, exploring nature and with good ecology as part of an environmentally friendly building and site.  
Other comments reference plenty of indoor space including sports halls, drama studios, and school canteens 
with scope on site for a school that can grow over the long-term and a site and facilities that encourage pupil 
aspirations and effective delivery of the New Curriculum for Wales.  
 

Disruption 
The main factors identified regarding disruption is either in relation to the potential negative impact on 
surrounding areas, residents and wildlife or to pupils in the existing schools. For pupils the risk of disruption is 
noted both for those already at BHHS and the impact of building on and around the site as well the disruption 
that may be caused to primary school pupils and the need to maintain their happiness and wellbeing in a 
nurturing environment within a larger school. 
 
Other 
The other main factor identified as important are that the site meets the needs of children, young people and 
the community so that a positive school-community relationship and partnership can be established.    
 



Q3. What is your view of the preferred option A? 
Q4. Do you have any questions, concerns or suggestions you wish to make about this option? 
 
62% of responses were generally favourable to Option A.  
 
The majority of these responses came from the school community 81% although 42% of residents also provided 
favourable comments and 3 out of 5 of the Other respondents also provided positive feedback.  
 
The many positive responses include: 

 Good design and excellent facilities indicated 

 All of the school site remains on one side of the main road 

 Gives a large macadam area which pupils could use during break and lunchtimes 
 Very encouraging that a Forest school has been indicated  

 Very good sports facilities including the All-weather pitch 

 Inclusion of dance studio is essential  

 Good layout and high-level design seems suitable for students needs 

 Good amount of outside space 

 Seems safest option for children 

 An ideal site 

 Less disruption to students during building works  

 Essential that traffic calming measures, safe drop off and safe routes to school are incorporated as 

indicated in high level plans 

 Some of the current BHHS site could be redeveloped as a green area for communal land 

 
There were also many suggestions, questions and concerns noted. All comments related to the shared 

community use of the all-weather pitch have been considered under the responses to Question 8. 

 

Parking and Parent drop-off/collection 

 No on-site parking for pupils, parents or staff 

 Parking should be on the same side as the school not across the road this will improve safety and 

reduce congestion  

 Insufficient parking provided overall 

 Pupils having to cross a busy road from drop off area to access the school 

 Not enough space provided for pupil drop-off and collection  

 Parents who drop off and pick up their children at BHHS are already parking on the main road ‘the 

dangerous hill’ and avoid using the school car park, these already cause huge traffic backlogs and 

danger for other cars trying to pass 

 There are currently issues with parking and access in Billingham Crescent, especially at school times 

 Safety of children being dropped off on such as busy road 

 

Traffic Congestion 

 Concern regarding the road infrastructure not coping with the extra volume of traffic from three 

primary schools being added to BHHS 

 How will the volume of traffic expected be addressed and minimise disruption to all road users? 

 What about the extra air pollution?  

 Sufficient provisions need to be made for the extra vehicles accessing the site and for school buses and 

parent drop-off / collection 

 Already difficulty when some residents try to gain access and leave their property currently which will 

be exacerbated 



 This issue will also be experienced by buses and parents trying to access/leave school site 

 Traffic calming measures may lead to more traffic congestion at the start and end of the school day 

 Is there a possibility for another access road or a second car park further away to reduce congestion on 

the single road? 

 Is a pedestrian bridge a possibility as this would reduce traffic congestion, the risk to lives and 

accidents? 

 When will the traffic impact assessment be available to the public? 

 Can school opening/closing times be staggered for primary/secondary 

 

Size of school buildings  

 It seems small for the amount of students that it is intended for and seems there will be over congested 

areas and a lot of shared use? 

 Not enough outside space 

 Will the Secondary building be large enough to hold the required number of pupils in a growing school 

 Option A limits expansion, Option B provides more opportunity to expand and to alter the sports usage 

on the current upper BHHS site  

 

Sports facilities 

 A lack of grass sports pitches 

 Will there be enough sports pitches for both Secondary and Primary pupils to use simultaneously 
without being concerned about shared use and timetabling? 

 
Design of building / site and use of space 

 How will the children in the Primary and Secondary schools be separated and how will safeguarding be 
ensured if there are shared spaces?  

 Will all pupils enter via one entrance, or will there be different entrances for primary and secondary 
schools? 

 What does the internal design look like, how has space been allocated? 
 All primary age pupils should have access to the outdoors directly from their classroom 
 Forest school should be given more prominence 

 
Location/siting of school 

 Are there other options regarding the positioning and orientation of the school building itself?  
 Residents should be given options regarding the positioning and orientation of the school building 
 Loss of privacy experienced by residents due to close proximity of school backing on to properties and 

higher elevation of proposed site 
 Increased security risk to residents as school would back on to gardens at the rear of properties  
 Risk of anti-social behaviour from pupils e.g. throwing objects into gardens and littering near residential 

properties 
 

Site Security / Safeguarding 
 Concern regarding safety and security of site as some of the lanes around the current area of land have 

been used for drugs, car racing and other high risk and dangerous activity 
 
Ground Investigations 

 Is building on former landfill areas safe for residents? There have been issues for people’s health when 
such land has been disturbed historically 

 Stability of ground as a former landfill site and the impact removal of natural vegetation will have on the 
ground and drainage due to water run-off from the site to Billingham Crescent.  

 Has the risk of landslide and property subsidence been considered?  



School Transport / Safe routes to school 
 How will transport work for younger children?  
 Will there be direct safe access from the Gurnos for students i.e. to avoid having to walk around and up 

dangerous hill? 
 
Alternative Options 

 Why can’t the existing buildings school buildings be upgraded? 
 Potential to be explored of 21st century schools, S106 and / or CIL monies to improve existing right of 

way across Greenie and improvements to existing play area, drainage on upper playing field and the 
existing MUGA. 
 

38% of responses were unfavourable to option A. The majority of these responses came from residents who 
consider that they will be directly impacted by the proposals. Overall, 58% of residents provided unfavourable 
comments although a small number of the school community (19%) and two out of the five Other respondents 
also provided unfavourable feedback. 
 
Some of the concerns/questions noted above have come from generally unfavourable feedback but other 
specific unfavourable feedback to draw out from the responses not included above has been detailed below 

 Noise and disruption for residents caused by the building work and the ongoing use of the site during 
the school day and community use in the evenings; including from use of Macadam, All Weather facility 
and impact of floodlights. 

 Negative impacts to local wildlife 

 Concern regarding property value for properties that will be surrounded by the school or directly 
impacted by its positioning 

 Not supportive of the school merger – existing schools should be maintained 
 Do not support the loss of green playing field space and common land 
 Think new school should be built on current BHHS sites 
 Not making any use of any of current BHHS site loses historic connection to school history 

 
Q5. What is your view of the alternative option B? 
Q6. Do you have any questions, concerns or suggestions you wish to make about this option? 
 
53% of responses were generally favourable to Option B.  
 
The majority of these responses came from the school community 70% although 42% of residents also provided 
favourable comments as did 2 out of 5 of the Other respondents.   
 
There many positive responses included; 

 This is the better option as has extra outdoor space  
 Provides more green space for all pupils 
 Avoids surfaces such as Macadam  
 Extra grass pitches for the primary school pupils 
 More outside space for primary pupils that is away from secondary pupils is a positive 
 I think this option makes more sense due to the size and potential scope for further expansion 
 I like that they may use some of the upper BHHS site as it keeps some tradition of the current schools 
 Better outdoor space and grass pitches but safety measures for pupils moving between two sites 

requires careful consideration  
 
There were also many suggestions, questions and concerns noted. The majority of these have been captured 
above as they apply to both options, however matters raised that specifically relate to Option B and not option 
A have been captured below. 



 
Traffic Congestion/Road Safety  

 use of these grass pitches across the road will lead to additional traffic congestion  
 the siting of the grass pitches is a concern with respect to safety of pupils accessing facility across a busy 

road  
 
Sports facilities 

 Sports facilities should all be located on the same site  
 Extra grass pitches should be incorporated as well as the Macadam not instead of 
 What sports facilities would be proposed on the grass pitches? 

 
Design of building / site and use of space 

 The current BHHS site should have a better use than just playing fields, more facilities could be located 
here to further improve the school 

 
Disruption 

 Having to demolish existing buildings and facilities to complete project increases chance of encountering 
problems 

 More potential for current BHHS pupils to be disrupted during project   
 
Alternative Options 

 Why can’t the Bishop Hedley lower site be used?  
 
47% of responses were unfavourable to option B. As with Option A the majority of these responses came from 
residents who consider that they will be directly impacted by the proposals. Again, 58% of residents provided 
unfavourable comments for Option B although a larger proportion of the school community (30%) and three out 
of the five Other respondents also provided unfavourable feedback. 
 
Some specific unfavourable feedback regarding option B that has not been drawn out in earlier analysis has 
been provided below  

 The upper BHHS site should be developed as a green area / common land to replace those that are 
being taken for the new school  

 The school site shouldn’t be either side of a busy main road 
 Not appropriate to progress site option on safety / safeguarding grounds 
 Don't support school being built as the children are all happy where they are 
 No preference for A or B – neither option is preferred 

 

Q7. What is your preferred option A or B? 

  A B Neither* 

Resident 31% 19% 50% 

School community 56% 33% 11% 

Other 60% 20% 20% 

All 45% 26% 29% 
*the survey only gave options A or B, however some responses indicated that they did not support either option 

and so this has been reflected in the analysis.  

  



Option A is the preferred choice of the respondents with 45% selecting this site, 26% selecting Option B and 29% 

selecting Neither. 56% of the school community selected Option A with 33% choosing Option B and 11% 

selecting neither option; either because they do not support the school merger or because they consider the 

existing BHHS sites appropriate for a 3-16 school build. 

50% of residents selected neither option expressing a view that the school should not be built on the land south 

of the Greenie, west of Galon Uchaf Road. The other 50% who supported the proposals, favoured Option A 31% 

to Option B 19%. 

Option A is preferred to Option B by each category of respondent.   

 
Q8. What is your view of enhancing one of the community pitches with an all-weather facility for shared 
community and school use? 

 

  Positive Negative No response 

Resident 54% 35% 12% 

School community 81% 4% 15% 

Other 80% 20% 0% 

All 69% 19% 12% 

 
The views expressed with respect to the all-weather facility with shared community use are positive overall with 
69% of responses favourable, 19% negative and 12% no view provided. The vast majority of the school 
community 81% favour the proposed facility with only one response disagreeing. The majority of residents 54% 
support the proposal but 35% are not in favour. 
 
The many positive responses include; 
 
Positive comments 
 Great idea would benefit mental and physical health of community 

 Positive opportunity for the health & wellbeing of children and young people   

 Excellent idea. Community and school should be in partnership. 

 Good idea as it allows the community to benefit from the new facilities 

 This is a great idea, as long as it is maintained. 

 Good idea and will include benefits for others as a community approach is always well received. 

 This is a great idea and the community needs to be involved to make it a success 

 Great idea, potential to bring in extra revenue to the school 

 Positive depending on the conditions surrounding it such as maintenance and timetabling. 

 May help the school generate more income by renting out the pitches 

 The local community should absolutely benefit from the new school. 

 Considering the climate- all weather pitch would be an asset as would sharing with the community. 

 This is an excellent facility and would provide the children with excellent opportunities 

 Community assets will offer significant positive outcomes for the school, the communities they serve and 

a wide range of other stakeholders. 

There were also many suggestions, questions and concerns noted. These have been summarised and grouped 

under common themes below 

  



Management of facility 
 Will the community use of the All-Weather pitch cause problems for the school to manage? 

 Concerns that Merthyr's Leisure Trust will not be able to operate the community asset successfully 

 Sharing the space with the community would be beneficial provided the guidelines of responsibility are 

clear from the start.  

 A community use agreement with clear charging policy should be put in place asap 

 What will the cost be to hire the facilities? 

 Will this provide an income that the school would benefit from? 

 
Maintenance and safety 

 The shared use is a slight concern as it will have to be thoroughly checked daily if being used by the 

public as well as pupils of the school 

 These areas are currently used for illegal activities and drug use who will maintain these to ensure pupils 

and other community users are safe?  

 Concern of sharing this for community use would be that the facility would have to be checked 

thoroughly daily to ensure that the whole area is safe for the pupils 

 
Scheduling / Timetabling 

 How will community access to the new All Weather pitch be managed? Will it be available 24x7 for 

anyone to play on as it currently is? 

 This is ok as long as the school gets priority of its use  

 What hours of access will the community have?  

 It is important that the community has access to the facilities to encourage physical activities to take 

place so that local children and young people have opportunities available to them to improve their 

health and wellbeing 

 
Site Security and safety 

 Will the school get vandals breaking windows, graffiti, and leaving litter? 
 Will the site be supervised or locked to ensure it is not damaged, vandalised and dangerous for 

children? 

 
Traffic/Parking 

 Parking is a major issue when the current pitch is used as cars are parked dangerously on the bend 

during evenings and weekends 

 This also causes issues for some residents reversing out of their drives 

 Where are people going to park when they go there? 

 What impact will the additional traffic have on residents on evenings and weekends? 

 Would it be possible to provide parking spaces along the north-west side of the pitches? 

 
Disturbance 

 This shouldn’t be a place for youngsters to hang out with no monitoring   

 There are very elderly residents nearby and they should be considered very carefully 

 Concerned that extra use from the school renting out facilities will increase disturbance for residents on 

evenings and weekends 

 This would increase access & disturbance to nearby dwellings, including the risk of anti-social behaviour 

 Concerns regarding disturbance from floodlights, noise and bad language and anti-social behaviour 

 
  



Loss of open space 
 The community loss of the playing field must be suitably compensated by negotiated community use 

and local sport club access to school facilities as part of a community use agreement. 
 
Value for money 

 Current facilities are not well used so unsure of level of demand 

 

Alternative Options 

 Why couldn't this be done on the Greenie anyway without the need for the rest of the school? 
 

 


